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With YOUR  help we can do   
GREAT things! 

CASA HOGAR DULCE REFUGIO 

(CHILDREN’S HOME SWEET REFUGE) 

 www.ch i ldrenofhope. info  

http://www.childrenofhope.info/


 

Item #    Item      Cost 

G1    Diapers     $30 

G2  Healthcare (medicine, dentist, glasses etc) $20 

G3  Gasoline for transportation  $30 

G4  Office Supplies    $20 

G5  Personal Hygiene supplies   $10 

G6  General donation to operating costs $___ 

Every month the orphanage requires approximately $5000.00 

dollars a  to cover all the costs. Thanks to Children of  Hope a 

good portion of it is provided for each month, but we still have 

monthly expenses such as some of the ítems listed below. 

 www.chi ldrenofhope. info  

Our Goal 
We want to show the power of transformation through Christian 
practices and principles to a lost society by giving shelter to mar-
ginalized people with emotional and social problems, to grant 
them an opportunity and to show them that a better life is possi-
ble -- a life filled with Christian values, trust, and above all, love. 

Who We Are 
We give full-time care to over 30 children. 
 
The majority of these are cases of child abuse, abandonment, or re-
bellion. Their suffering and low self-esteem are caused by the severe 
rejection of their parents or other close family members. 
 
So, our work is to reverse their self-conception and to create an envi-
ronment in which their basic needs are met (food, clothing, refuge). 

Our Mission 

Our mission is to elevate the children’s quality of life; to 
promote wellbeing; and to bring about social, cultural and 
economic improvement of each person who needs it. 
We will accomplish this by the creation and development 
of education, work, nutrition; in general, to help homeless 
minors to learn responsibility, with a basis in social and fa-
mily values, creating a safe and secure environment -- and 
all this as a Christian non-profit organization. 

Our Vision 

Our vision is to provide the needy minor with shelter, food and 
opportunities for more advanced studies for those who can 
achieve this; to share our method with other places of the 
country; to strive not to lose the family scheme, in order to 
achieve a better quality of life. 

 www.chi ldrenofhope. info  
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Item #    Item     Cost 

F1  Drinking water for 1 week  $15 
F2  Milk for 1 day    $10 
F3  Eggs for 1 week   $20 
F4  Meat      $50 
F5  Fruit and vegetables  for 1 week $20 

 www.ch i ldrenofhope . info  

Item #    Item     Cost 

E1 Primary tuition for 1 year   $60 

E2 School Uniform (Physical Education) $30 

E3 School Uniform (Formal)   $30 

E4 School supplies kit    $40 

E5 School textbook    $30 

E6 Homework supplies    $20 

E7 Stationary supplies    $20 

Currently our kids attend school outside of the orp-

hanage property which means chauffeuring them to 

and from school every day as well as  

providing all the school fees, uniforms and supplies.  

 www.chi ldrenofhope. info  
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As narrated (abbreviated) by director Marcela Esther Ortega Vara 
 
It seems so easy to narrate a story, but when it is full of so many wonders and miracles 
brought about by God, how does one begin?  
 I remember  after working in the Festival de Vida *Festival of Life+, we were 
left feeling completely exhausted. . It was a bit late already and we were lying down, 
trying to rest, watching the news on TV. 
 The news related the following: stories of three cases of child abuse – and all 
in less time than it will take you to read this! Our hearts were so saddened the tears 
were rolling down our faces. Then I said to my husband, "We have to do something!" 
Knowing my pain, he gently embraced me and said, "Don't worry. There must be so-
mething that can be done." I could hardly sleep that night, as I kept thinking about the 
many cases that must occur all the time. Very early the next morning, we talked about 
it and we said, "We have to put it all in God's hands." 
 We started to look for a house to rent, but without success. For a while we 
thought of giving up, but deep down inside the Lord was telling us that we had to keep 
going. Whenever we saw the face of any child we would ask ourselves, "Is he/she do-
ing alright?" Those children on the streets moved our hearts with their sad looks. We'd 
see them working, sitting in the sun, some drugged up, some with pale marks on their 
skin due to poor nutrition. These images motivated us to keep looking for a place to 
help those who needed it most. We knew we wouldn't solve all the problems of the 
world, but we made a firm decision to make at least a small difference. 
 In a local city newspaper we found a house for rent. It had ample space, a 
patio, and 6 rooms, according to the ad. "Let's go see it," we said. We made the ap-
pointment. From the moment we entered, God told us, "This is the place." We wanted 
to sign the agreement immediately. We had just one problem, though: we didn't have 
any money -not even a penny- to pay for the rent! You’re probably wondering how on 
earth we expected to find a house that way; we hope you understand the significance 
of the word "faith." 
 "It's perfect," we told the landlord. "Yes, it is," the man replied. "It used to be 
a school. It’s deteriorating a bit, though".  Our eyes could already see children running 
across the patio. Without any more delay, we told the man, "We want it. It's just that 
we don't have any money." I was thinking, "Now he'll kick us out of here for sure!" But 
he looked at us seriously and said, "All right, how much time do you need to get the 
money?" "We don't know," we answered, "we're going to ask God for it." The man 
said, "I'll wait 15 days." 

 I don't know how the money came in, or where it would come from but the 

first month the rent was there. How beautiful it is to see God act! On July 3, 2002, we 

were given the keys to this house. With the help of some friends, the constitution had 

been formed, we came up with the name Dulce Refugio *Sweet Refuge+, because 

surely Jesus Christ is a sweet refuge. That’s how we started this work. 

I have so much to tell. I could recount miracle upon miracle, reflecting Jesus each 

and every day. Of course we also had our difficulties, trials, one battle after anot-

her, but we always came out victorious. It isn’t worth talking about Satan’s traps. 

Although there were many, but he never won. Instead, the Lord has always been 

there, ever great and powerful, manifesting Himself at all times and in every situa-

tion. 

A few years later we received a gift of land from the government of Aguascalientes 

with the condition that we must start building within a year.  Again God showed us 

His hand of blessing and we started to build. In January 2010 we moved into our 

new house! What a blessing to have space for the kids to play, sleep, washrooms, 

kitchen dining hall etc. God has provided for all of our needs and continues to pro-

vide through the generosity of many many people! Thank you to the many people 

whose names are written on our hearts and in our prayers for the help that you 

have given!  

With YOUR help we truly can do great things! 

From the old 

To the new! 
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Item #    Item      Cost 

BP1  Solar water heater 1 unit    $500 
BP2  Small car for orphanage errands   $4000 
 BP3  Industrial washing machine   $5000 
BP4  Walk in refrigerator and freezer   $8000 
 BP5  Group van     $12,000 

 www.chi ldrenofhope. info  

Item #   Item    Cost 

C1 Bag of cement    $9 
 C2 20 cement blocks    $12 
C3 1 box of Tile & 1 bag of tile cement $15 
 C4 Tools     $20 
C5 Light bulbs    $20 
C6 Paint 20 L    $50 
C7 Toilets     $50 
C8 Wood for building furniture  $50 

Item #   Item    Cost 

C9 Showers     $50 
C10 Doors     $100 
C11 Mexican workers weekly wage   $100 
C12 Rebar 45 kgs    $100 
C13 Sand or Gravel 1 truck load   $200 

http://www.childrenofhope.info/


The orphanage functions due to a group of local and foreign volunteers that have 
dedicated their lives to serving in this ministry.  The local volunteers live at the 
orphanage to help out with the full time care of the children. 
 
The foreign volunteers are working in areas of taking care of children, administra-
tion, team hosting and construction.  They live off site of the orphanage and raise 
support to cover their living costs.  
 
For information on any of the  volunteers please  contact us or  to see the missio-
nary profiles  visit www.childrenofhope.info  

Item #    Item      Cost 

P1 Child sponsorship program $30-$120 monthly 

Local volunteers: 

There are various Local volunteers who help full time and as 

this changes at times a general donation to the staff wages 

will assist in supporting the local volunteers.  

Foreign Volunteers 

Jeremy & Ana Van Beelen  Erin Vogel 

Duane & Maribel Visscher  Skip Hiebert 

Aaron Toews 

 www.chi ldrenofhope. info  

Our child sponsorship program is a monthly donation of a minimum of 30 

dollars per month which goes directly to the children's home that cares for 

the child. This donation will provide food, housing, education and medical 

care. 

As you exchange letters and offer encouragement in Jesus' name, your love 

will bring hope to a child's fragile spirit that will last a lifetime. Will you 

sponsor a child today! 

Sponsoring a child will change their future and will change your own life in 

the process. 

Currently 90% of your donation goes directly to the children's home. It ta-

kes $120 per month to care for a child for one month. So at $30 per month 

we would need 4 sponsors to adequately care for the child. 

In some cases people are committing to more than the 30 per month. We 

are grateful for whatever you can contribute. 

As a sponsor you will receive updated information and a new photo on a 

regular basis, allowing you a snapshot into the life of the sponsored child. 

http://www.childrenofhope.info/


Located in Aguascalientes, Ags, Mexico since 2006 Dulce Refugio has been hosting 

teams and individuals who want to come visit from different parts of the world, 

Canada, USA, New Zealand, Holland, Germany just to name a few.  We love having 

teams come to help us out with our construction project and to get to know the 

ministry on a first hand basis.   

Teams  spend from a week to 2 weeks living on site at the orphanage, seeing up 

close and personal what it takes to make this minsitry run and adding working 

hands to assist us in our building Project, offering clinics, community ministry, and 

of course ministering to the kids at the orphanage.  

If you are interested in receiving more information about organizing a team to 

bring down or if your church or school group is interested in making Dulce Refugio 

a destination for a missions trip please contact us.  

 

In Canada at the offices of Children of Hope    

 Brian Heppner (604)853-6001  brian@childrenofhope.info 
 

Or in Mexico  our teams and volunteer coordinator  

 Jeremy van Beelen   jvbeelen@hotmail.com 

Along with hosting teams Dulce Refugio has hosted many individuals who 

were looking for a place to serve short term, ranging from  1 week, 3—6 

months, to a year.  Part of the appeal for coming as an individual volun-

teer is that you really get more of a feel for what it’s like to live in 

another culture and it gives you a more detailed picture of what life for 

the kids living at the orphanage is about. 

You get to decide your schedule and help us figure out where YOU will 

serve best with the skills that you have.  

 

If your interested crack open those Spanish books and start preparing! 

Contact us to find out more information.  

 

In Mexico  our teams and volunteer coordinator  

 Jeremy Van Beelen   jvbeelen@hotmail.com 

mailto:myriam@childrenofhope.info


Marcela Esther Ortega Vara (Director) 

I was born in Mexico City on May 14, 1960. In 1994, due to personal problems, I 
came to know the children's home called Pan de Vida *Bread of Life+, directed by 
Darrel Hilbrands, and I decided to help there. 

From there they sent me to San Vincente, Baja California, to another children's ho-
me. This one was for kids with learning disabilities. I took courses to learn how to 
deal with angry children, pedagogy in the psychology of Kaye Lawrence.  
I worked with the director in Ensenada. There I was also diagnosed with cancer, and 
during my treatment and recovery I realized that the most important thing in life is 
to give a bit of ourselves to others. 

After that, I travelled to the city of Guadalajara, and then to Aguascalientes to the 
children's home Arco Iris *Rainbow+. I was invited to participate in the Festival de 
Vida *Festival of Life+. That's how I came to see the needs of indigenous children and 
how few homes there are to help them. So I made the decision to found the chil-
dren's home Dulce Refugio *Sweet Refuge+. 



Dulce Refugio Donation Form           

Name:  Date: 

Street:   

City:   Province /State :     

Postal Code:   Country:  

Phone:  Email:  

 ☐ Child’s name preference:  Child’s number:   

☐  Child’s name preference:  Child’s number:   

Monthly Pay-
ment: 

$30.00 ☐ $60.00 ☐ $90.00 ☐ $120.00 ☐ 

/ƘƛƭŘ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇΥ 

    bŀǝƻƴŀƭ κ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇΥ  

  National Volunteer Monthly Amount: $ Single Gift  Amount: $ 

  Foreign volunteer 
  
Name:     

Monthly  Amount: $ Single  Gift Amount: $ 

    DƛƊ  Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ 

Item:  Item Name:  Qty:  Amt $  Total:  

Item:  Item Name:  Qty:  Amt $  Total:  

Item:  Item Name:  Qty:  Amt $  Total:  

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǘǳǊƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŦƻǊƳΦ 

   5ƻƴŀǝƻƴ aŜǘƘƻŘ 

 

☐  Pre- Authorization Type ☐  Personal 

☐  Post Dated Cheques (Please 

include cheques) 
☐ Monthly ☐ Annually 

☐ Credit Card ☐ Visa ☐ MasterCard 

Credit Card #   Exp Date:  Name on Card:  

Total single donation: $  Total Monthly Donation:   

Terms and Conditions: 
I will notify Children of Hope, in writing, of any changes in the account information or termination 

of this authorization prior to the next due date of the pre-authorized debit items changed 
under any of the following conditions will be reimbursed subject to written notification by 
me to the branch of account within 30 days: 

a) I never provided authorization to Children of Hope. 
b) The pre-authorized debit was not drawn in accordance with my authorization. 
c) My authorization was revoked. 
d) The debit was posted to the wrong account due to invalid / incorrect account 

       information supplied by Children of Hope. 
I have certain recourse rights if any debit does not comply with this agreement. For example, I 

have the right to receive reimbursement for any debit that is not authorized or is not con-
sistent with this Pre-authorized Debit Agreement. To obtain more information on my re-
course rights, I may contact my financial institution or visit www.cdnpay.ca. 

 

Credit Card and Pre-authorization 
I authorize Children of Hope to process a debit, in paper, electronic or process my credit 
card in the amount of $___________ on the 1st☐ or 16th☐ of each month beginning 

_______________(dd/mm/yy), or the next business day. 
 
Signed_________________________________________ 
Please mail or fax filled in form to one of the following addresses or visit our website 
www.childrenofhope.info to donate online: 
 
 Canada:  Children of Hope  
  PO Box 2643 Stn. A 

  Abbotsford, BC V2T 6R4 
  (604)853-6001  email myriam@childrenofhope.info 

 
 US:   Orphanos Foundation  

  P.O. Box 1057 
  Cordova, TN 38088-1057 
  www.orphanos.org or email info@orphanos.org 
  Voice (901) 458-9500 Fax (901) 753-1236  

http://www.childrenofhope.info
mailto:myriam@childrenofhope.info
http://www.orphanos.org
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